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agreement on an omnibus appropria-
tions bill and a package of emergency 
Federal aid to provide the country re-
lief from the continuing impact from 
the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Yesterday, House and Senate leader-
ship worked well into the night. We re-
sumed first thing this morning. While 
many, if not all, of the difficult topics 
are behind us, a few final issues must 
be hammered out. We are very close to 
an agreement, but the details really 
matter. When it comes to unemploy-
ment benefits, stimulus checks, aid to 
small businesses, and so much else, we 
have a responsibility to get this right. 
People’s lives depend upon it. 

I would note that had the Republican 
majority joined in negotiations any-
time in the last 6 months, as we had re-
quested, we would not be in the unfor-
tunate position of negotiating against 
the government funding deadline. 
Leader MCCONNELL kept calling for a 
pause, and here we are. I also note that 
we would have a much larger bill that 
met crucial needs of so many Ameri-
cans if Republicans had not been so in-
transigent. 

But we are all eager to conclude our 
work and deliver the relief that the 
American people have been waiting for. 
Everyone wants to see this get done, 
and soon. It is not an easy feat or proc-
ess. We are talking about providing re-
lief to a country that is hurting from 
coast to coast; a country with tens of 
millions of unemployed workers and 
more slipping into poverty every day; a 
country with businesses of all sizes and 
varieties struggling in different ways 
and more in danger of closing for good 
every week; a country that just yester-
day suffered the worst day of the entire 
pandemic—the most cases, the most 
hospitalizations, the most deaths, more 
than 3,600 American lives. 

Already, we know that the size of 
this emergency relief bill would be the 
largest stimulus in the history of our 
country if not for the other COVID re-
lief bill, the CARES bill, which I nego-
tiated with Secretary Mnuchin and we 
passed earlier this year. 

Let me say that again. We are put-
ting the final touches on what would be 
the largest stimulus in the history of 
the country with the exception of the 
CARES Act—larger even than ARRA, 
the stimulus bill Congress passed in 
the wake of the financial crisis in 2009. 

None of the remaining hurdles can-
not be overcome. Everyone is com-
mitted to achieving a result, and we 
will not leave until we get the job 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON ATCHLEY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All 
postcloture time has expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Atchley nomi-
nation? 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mrs. LOEFFLER), 
and the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) is 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
GARDNER). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 272 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—41 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Enzi 
Fischer 

Harris 
Loeffler 

Perdue 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Zachary N. Somers, of the District 
of Columbia, to be a Judge of the United 

States Court of Federal Claims for a term of 
fifteen years. 

Mitch McConnell, James E. Risch, Mike 
Crapo, Roy Blunt, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Tom Cotton, John Cornyn, Chuck 
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Richard Burr, 
Pat Roberts, Cory Gardner, Lindsey 
Graham, Todd Young, Marco Rubio, 
John Boozman, John Barrasso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Zachary N. Somers, of the District 
of Columbia, to be a Judge of the 
United States Court of Federal Claims 
for a term of fifteen years, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mrs. LOEFFLER), 
and the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) 
and the Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
JONES) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote or change their vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 273 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—6 

Enzi 
Fischer 

Harris 
Jones 

Loeffler 
Perdue 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 42. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 
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